European Castles and Palaces

Sponsored by Cadette Troop #901

Heidelberg, Germany

Europe has a rich history.  Part of that history revolves around its castles, palaces and their ruins.  This patch will help you explore the importance of castles and palaces and give you a better understanding about these very special places.  

Visiting castles and palaces is something Scouts in Europe can easily do as a troop or on their own - that's what makes this patch unique to those of us overseas. You will find, however, you can complete the requirements listed without ever having visited a castle, palace or ruin, but then, you wouldn't have as much fun!  You may use books, web sites or your school's host nation teachers to gather information to complete this patch. Visiting a castle, palace or ruin would help you complete many of the requirements too. So, we encourage you to visit at least one castle, one palace, and one ruin to truly get the full experience of EUROPEAN CASTLES AND PALACES!
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European Castles and Palaces

All scout levels must complete the 4 starred items plus additional requirements;

Daisy Girl Scouts - starred plus 2 more requirements

Brownie Girl Scouts - starred plus 4 more requirements

Junior Girl Scouts - starred plus 6 more requirements

Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts starred plus at least 8 more requirements                                                                                                              

This Patch is to be worn on the back of the vest or sash.
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*What's the difference between castles and palaces? List at least five differences that your can find.

*Name five (5) castles in Europe and the countries where they are located.  Identify at least one famous person who lived in each one of those castles. 

*Find out what a castle is called in at least five (5) different languages. 

*A crest would represent a person's family heritage, occupation and social standing.  Design a crest for yourself or your family and explain the meaning of each symbol you chose to use.

1. Draw a picture of the kind of castle you have liked to live in or one that you have visited.  Label the parts of the castle. Don't forget about the moat, drawbridge, towers and other important things that can protect your castle.

2. Name a famous castle or palace.  Write a paragraph about the one you chose. Tell something about its history, location, occupants or daily life.

3. Many people worked inside castles and palaces.  What were some of the jobs people had in castles and/or palaces?

4. There were no castles built in the United States because the US government is not a monarchy.  There is one state, however that was a monarchy before it became a territory and then a state.  It has a beautiful palace.  Name the state and the palace.  Try to find out more about the people who lived there.

5. Visit a total of three (3) castles/palaces or ruins.  Write a short summary about each one.  You may visit them via the internet.

6. Imagine you are a cook for a royal banquet.  What were some of the meals you would serve?  Plan a royal menu.

7. What are some common defense mechanisms used during combat to protect a castle.  What other ways were castles defended.

8. Look up or visit a castle or palace.  List at least five (5) kings or queens that lived there.

9. Many castles are now ruins.  Find out how one castle came to be in this condition.

10. Research one palace or castle and draw a timeline about its history.  Include when it was built, and when and why it was no longer used if appropriate.

11. Draw a picture of yourself and what you would have like to have worn as a person living in a castle or palace.  Would you have liked to have been a knight, a princess, a lady-in-waiting, or a page?  Use your imagination!

12. What building materials were used to build a castle? A palace?  How long did construction usually take?  What were some of the reasons that they were not completed?

13. What was the purpose of a castle? What was the purpose of a palace?

14. How did royalty celebrate holidays within their castles or palaces?  Did they celebrate special events differently than your family does?

15. What castle served as the inspiration for Walt Disney's Cinderella Castle located in the Magic Kingdom at Disney World in Orlando, Florida?   Who built that palace/castle and where is it located?

16. Crimes and punishments were different during the Middle Ages than they are today.  What were a few of the crimes and their punishments during that time period?

Application for Patches
1. 
On behalf of troop
and 




Neighborhood, it is requested that 

patches of the European Castles and Palaces be mailed as outlined below:

a.
Date of completed: 



b.
Number Requested:

Girl Scouts



Adults 




Others   
_____ 
(Boy Scouts, younger siblings, etc.)



Just a reminder that patches are $2.50

c.
Total patches desired 


Patches to be mailed to:

1. This is also to certify that all the requirements for the Hike have been completed to satisfaction.

Signature_________________________
3.
Enclosed please find our check/money order, in the amount of $

 to cover the cost of patches.  Make the check payable to the GSUSAHD.  Any suggestions or comments relating to the Hike are welcome and should be attached.
Sincerely,

Overseas Committee Chair Heidelberg Neighborhood
Mail this form to:

Heidelberg Girl Scouts

CMR 420 Box 2959

APO, AE 09063












